SUES

NANZICANRINE
LEGAL IJ?

Why Contacting an Attorney'is Good for Your Business
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I have represented bar and tavern owners over the years for a number of issues. | have received calls on
all sorts of situations but for now I want to focus on two of the most frequent and expensive: licensing

issues and civil suits involving pay-per-view theft.

LICENSING ISSUES

One of the most valuable parts of a tavern or bar owner's busi-
ness is the license that allows him to operate. That license is
a valuable picce of property thar ultimately derives from the
owner's relationship with the local police department and mu-
nicipal licensing authority. Whether you are starting out or
running an established business, it cannot be overstated that if
you are encountering issucs on the premises, options one and
two should always be working with the police and municipal
entitics to face those issues collaboratively rather than in an
adversanal manner.

Let's take an example. You are running a tavern that has en-
countered contacts with the police department for altercations,
underage patrons, unlicensed bartenders or crowd nuisance is-
sucs. The local police department wants to meet with you to
discuss these issues. What is the best way of dealing with that
mecting? Do you take a confrontational tone and refuse to
make changes to how your business s operated? Or do you
consider making a few tweaks to satisfy local police?

MAINTAIN A GOOD RELATIONSHIP WITH LAW
ENFORCMENT

Understand that when you are looking to renew your liquor
license, which is the key to the success of your business, onc of
the first things the aldermen or trustecs sitting on the licensing
board are going to do regarding license rencwal, is look to the
police department to sce what sort of establishment you have
been running. They will ask if there have been police contacts
and what the result of those contacts have been. You do not
want the police department commenting or advecating that
the presence of your business is a detriment to public safery by
virtue of how it has been operated.

Let’s fMashback to that mecting with the police department.
If you attend that mecting and take a confrontational tone,
or dismiss suggestions that police offer about how to make
improvements to reduce law enforcement interactions on the
premises, you risk making an enemy out of a potential ally.
You want the police on your side when you are looking to
renew your license. You do not want an adversarial position
with the police department because they can push the munic-
ipal attormncy or body to suspend, revoke or refuse rencwal of
your license. Above all else, you want the police to work with
you and not against you.

st ong

1f all attempts at cooperation fails at the municipal level, there
are legal challenges that can be taken in circuit court to at-
tempt to preserve your license. That being said, the best de-
fense and protection for your business is to find a berver path
and avoid the confrontation.

CIVIL LAWSUIT ISSUES: PAY-PER-VIEW THEFT
Lawsuits are expensive. They require talking to lawyers and de-
fending your business in court. Commonly, bar and tavern own-
ers think of defending their businesses against people injured on
their premises or by employees. However, there is a litthe known
risk that you face that may not be on your radar that you should
take note of: the theft of UFC and Boxing pay-per-view fights.

What is pay-per-view thefi? No doubt many bars and taverns
across this state cater to clientele that enjoy viewing these pay-
per-view events. They can be a boost to business and reason
for patrons to make it out to the bar to hang out with friends
for a night of fun. It is understandable that a bar or tavern
owner may want to court those customers to come to their
place of business.

Unfortunately, if these cvents are not aired in accordance with
the law, it places a significant amount of legal liability on the
bar or tavern owner,

PIRATING IS A NO WIN SITUATION

In my expericnce, it is all too common that some business
owners, many running smaller “corer™ type bars and pubs,
make the mistake of legally purchasing the pay-per-view fight
on their home cable provider and bringing a box in, or running
a cable wire from a nearby residence into the bar. While thar
allows the bar o display the pay-per-view to its customers, it
is a recipe for disaster.

Thereafter, the UFC, Zulfa, Joc Hand Promotions, [&] Sports
Productions, or another corporate arm will hire investigators
to conduct audits at the varying pub, tavern or sports bar loca-
tions in your city or town. It 18 not uncommon for these inves-
tigators to visit locations throughout the state of Wisconsin.
These investigators will often wear hidden video cameras in an
attempt to catch the unauthorized airing of these events. The
investigators will also ke pictures of the cars in the parking
lot to obtain potential witnesses and use other means to prove

the unauthorized viewing.
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Shortly thereafter, one can expect that the tavern or bar owner
will receive a letter or call from a law firm of representative
from the aforementioned corporate or legal entitics that had
the ownership nights of this event accusing the bar or tavern
owner of stealing or “pirating™ the pay-per-vicw event and
secking extraordinary damages, penaltics and anomey foes.
Ax basis therefore, the representative will cite certain federal
statutes that allow exorbitant penalties to punish and deter
this type of conduct.

GET THE FACTS FIRST

At that point, they will demand a large settlement from the
bar or tavern owner to avoid lengthy and costly litigation. |
know the panic that owners have felt after receiving this type
of letter and threatened financial ruin. Do not simply enter
into a settlement or a “payment agreement”™ without rlking to
a lawycr about possible aleernatives. The bar or tavern owner
may have defenses to the claims asserved. There may be legal
techmicalities or insufficiencics in the claims asscrred. Explore
the delenses, Sometimes, il the lawyer pushes the other side,
the plantiff may lack the proof to sustain their claim. Talk
a lawyer before you make a decision. | understand that when
you think of a lawyer you think of *added cost™ but most law-
yers will talk initially to anyone for free. You do not want to
enter into a detrimental fnancial arrangement for a mistake if
you have not looked at your potential defenses. Not only that,
even if at the end of the day the bar or tavern owner has no
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defenses, a lawyer is likely to be better able to extract a fairer
or hnancially feasible settlement for the business owner.

GET AN IMPARTIAL ADVISOR

Lawyers often get a bad rap for varying reasons. That being
said, we are here to help our clients. Your business is more of-
ten than not your livelihood. Whether you are dealing with the
ongoing relationship with your pelice department or munici-
pal hicensing, bodies, or crisis management ssues like a severe
altereation at your bar, or if you are the target of a legal claim
like pay-per-view theft, a lawyer can be that impartial adviser
and the advocate you need to help you navigate difficult times.
There are some 22,000 |.1w}'-:r~. in the state of Wisconsin, Do
not be afraid to contact one in your time of need. TLW
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