point of view

In his 50-year career, attorney FRANK GIMBEL has
prosecuted the mafia and overseen the city’s arenas
and convention center. He’s used to the hot seat.

BY KURT CHANDLER

There are a lot of hig plans

om the Bboard for
Dowmtown One is to
expand the convention center
morth to Kithourn Avenue. Why?
We've fallen behind. Ourpum- |
ber of events and attendance
has gone down because our peer
competitors have changed their
practical profile, The mecting
planners are looking for more
exhibit space, Columlbiis, 5t
Paul, Minneapolis, Pittsburgh,
those are cities we compete
with. Indianapaolis has gotten to T
be almost like Chicago

im terms of the space

thit they have. They »

have created a niche for
amatenr sports.

From McKinley Avenue south
1o Wisconsin Avenue, that be-
comes the sporis-entertainment
corplex. You develop all around
there because there's real estate
thar’s underused. We'll have a
covered plaza [connecting the
new arena with the conrrention
cemiter], like in the airport with
restaurants and retail, High-rise
residential, an outdoor plaza,
anid this whole area becomes
really a vibrant area. [t the new
Millenminm Parle!

How would this impact Grand
Avenye mall?

Girand Avenue is dead as far as
retiil 15 concerned. Diowmitown
retail is dead inside malls. We
didn't develop the distaste in
Milwauker - that's everywhere,
Grand Avenue turns into
residences, educational fclities,
offices, and essentially a place |
for innovative businesses (o start |
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out, We have very conservative
capital in this town, so 1 think
you just have to forget about that
bring a shopping center.

S0r > Gt At conepd
complex?
There’s a task force in place 1o
review all of the cultural, enter-
tainment and sports assets in
Melibwatikee. But we cught not io
have competition hetween those
verues for dollars to build it [f
there’s a need for multiple assets
within Milwsukee - and to have
1o knaack on the door of the
Legislature - then they all ought
to be participating in the end
game of enhancing the sizzle of
Mibwankee.

Raising taxes is an uphill battle,
These's been a reluctance to buy
intor that concept by the
lunch-bucket taxpayer wheo
doesn’t get Downiown, who

doesn't buy tickets to events,
They have the view that unless
they get a divect benefit out of it,
they're mol willing to pay for it.

I think there should be an un-
derlying sense of local pride for
your homelown, But Mibwaulkee
is & strange breed. They have
this netion that the quality of
life in Milwaukes is a secret to
people outside. And almaost like
frigadoon ina sense, if you get
the word out, we're going 1o .get
people coming i here that aren't
our kind of people. Il change
the miix and it won't be such a
good place anymare, And that's
not a good attitude to start with,
It's hard to change attitudes,

Wisconsin has been described
as one of the most polarized
states in thi country,
From the time that President
Obama took office, the Repub-
licans have not wanbed him to

| succeed. Sometimes, the interes|

of the public is put in second
place to the interest of the com-
petition between the parties. T
look at Tommy Thompeon when
he was povernor, Fve alveays
been a Democrat, but | voted
for him, He genuinely, from the
mikddle of his bones, wanted o
be a representative of everybody,
He wanited to be a governor for
the inner city of Mikwankee,

| for organized labor, for the Elm

Grove industrialists. There was
i friendlier time when he was
GOVEITAOF,

As a Democrat, how do you
Rirudfleisch, a formser Scokt
Walleer Milwanlkes adde,
‘who was

of felony miscomdnct for ralsing
maney an county Hme?

| Tthink shewas a victin of the

John Dioe lrvestigation and of
the peopls that were running the
John Doe. [ have a loyalty to her
as a client, as a human being that
transcends my politics. Becaise
[ve represenied people who
were charged with child mo-
lestation, charged with murder,
armed robbery, it doesn’l mean |
endorse murder, child molesting
or robbery. | don't. T'm a great
proponent of allowing anybody
and everphady whe is canght
up in our justice system to live
effective assistance of counsel.

oo esues, Yurra 75, Why pa
(L1

up with it? o
I've pot & passion for the city,

L enjoy the action Downtown,
And Uve gol a kot of stuff lef

tor o, It's one adventure afier an-
other, and when my lime comes
to cash it in, nobody's going to
b abde to stand wp at my funeral
and say, “He lefi something
bediing that he dide't de” T'm
poing to try and do it all, B

Condensed and adited from a longer interdee;

pnoto by Adam Ryan Mamris



